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CHICHESTER DIOCESAN BOARD OF EDUCATION
	School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2012


The School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2012
 replace the 2007 regulations for governing bodies constituted on or after 1 September 2012* or who vary their instrument of government from that date.
The key changes are (the numbers in italics are references to the 2012 regulations):
A minimum membership of 7 governors (13(2) & (3)), including:

· at least 2 parent governors

· the headteacher

· one staff governor, all staff being equally eligible for election (7)
· one local authority governor, appointed by the governing body following nomination by the local authority  (8)
For church schools, the requirements for foundation governors remain unaltered (14(4) & (5)):
· a majority of two in voluntary aided schools (but there is no requirement for any to be eligible for election as parent governors)
· a minimum of 2, but no more than a quarter, in voluntary controlled schools

All schools can appoint co-opted governors provided that the requirements for foundation governors are met (13(4)).
Also, the total number of co-opted governors who are eligible to be staff governors plus the staff governor plus the headteacher must not exceed more than one third of the total membership (13(5)).
Where there are surplus governors in any category then the excess is eliminated by the governor with the shortest period of continuous service ceasing to hold office, or by the drawing of lots if two or more governors have served for an equal length of time (15).
As with the 2007 regulations, the approval of the Diocesan Board of Education is needed for any variation to an instrument of government of a Church of England school (29(2)(c) and 30(4)).

*For schools with an instrument effective before 1 September 2012, the School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2007
 continue to apply
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